Anatomy of a Tree

he oak tree is the undisputed king of the Western world. It is
known for its lobed leaves and the large cap of its acorn, a
nut found on all trees of the genus Quercus. The tree's
main trunk grows upward and branches out toward the

The leaves absorb
€O, and produce
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of photosynthesis.
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The tree produces g kg
hanging male && ﬁ
flowers, whereas
female flowers are
hidden among the
leaves.

Buds
are formed by protective
scales that fall off in the
spring. They grow into new
leaves and branches.

Climate
Trees grow in any place where there is sufficient
water in the soil.

Trunk

The trunk is strong and
grows straight upward. The
top of the tree widens with
branches, which may he
twisted, knotted, or hent.

Spring Summer
4 The cycle begins The oak blossoms.
Growth Rings as the first leaves Tt increases in
appear. height, and its trunk

grows thicker.

Woodpeckers drill
holes in the tree
with their beaks
as they look for
insects.
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THE AVERAGE LIFE
SPAN OF AN OAK Energy Source
The chlorophyll traps energy
from sunlight and uses it to
convert water and carbon

Achene: A hard
dioxide into food.

seed that does
Remains of the not split open at
Carpel (female maturity

Surface
Mosses use the bark of oak
trees as a source of moisture.

reproductive part)

Seeds ’i/
Some species have sweet-

tasting seeds; others are bltber




